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St. Michael’s Church of England Middle School 

Colehill Lane, Wimborne, Dorset.  BH21 7AB 
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office@stmichaelsmiddle.org 

Headteacher: Mr D. Ayling BSc/Ed (Hons) NPQH 

Deputy Headteacher: Mr P. Andrews BSc (Hons) PGCE 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Welcome to our first newsletter of the term. Our newsletters are produced monthly 

to share key successes of the school and provide reminders of important              

information. This edition is packed with information and we will have much more 

news in the coming months as the sporting fixtures and other activities in school 

gather pace. 

It has been wonderful to see our new Year 5 pupils settling into school.  Their      

positive attitude in lessons and around the school has been impressive. I am   

enjoying getting know their individual personalities and finding out their unique   

talents and interests. It is great to see some of our new pupils mentioned in the 

‘House Points’ and ‘Pupils for Praise’ sections.  

We are delighted with phase one of the building improvements completed over the 

summer. The old library is now a spacious classroom and the library has moved into 

what was previously the PAD. We were also able to renovate classroom 10 and refit 

the old ICT2 room to make a new classroom base and lunchtime support area. Phase 

two will be the full redevelopment of the new library space and the construction of 

two new classrooms at the back of school to replace the old mobile rooms. 

Included with this edition are a few carefully chosen parent guides for Snapchat, 

WhatsApp and Group Chats. We urge all parents to be vigilant regarding their 

child’s online behaviour, as it often affects school friendships. This is especially        

important if your child is new to having access through their phones or tablets. 

Establishing safe and good habits early will help them navigate the complex 

world of social media.  

In a few weeks, you'll have the opportunity to meet with your child's tutor to  

discuss the beginning of the year. We look forward to seeing you all, either in 

person or online. You can find the dates for these meetings on the important 

dates page at the back of the newsletter.  

We are looking forward to another fantastic year ahead. 

Mr Ayling 



We have a superb school choir which is run by the                  

fabulous Steph Martin-Papp. Following a series of        

wonderful performances last year, including at the     

Wimborne Folk Festival, our choir is in high demand. This 

term alone, they will be performing at the Wimborne 

Twinning Association concert on Thursday 24th; at the     

Allendale Centre; the Wimborne Mayor’s Charity Brunch; 

The Wimborne Christmas Lights Switch On and at the St. 

M i c h a e l ’ s  C h u r c h    

Christmas Fair. The choir 

is open to any St. 

Michael’s student and 

rehearsals are on a  

Tuesday night. 

 

St. Michael’s has a vibrant music department under the   

expert leadership of Mr Johnston.  There are many          

different musical activities that your child can be involved 

in, both in and out of lessons. This page will give you a  

flavour of what we do. 

Music 

Subject 

spotlight 

on... 

Would you like to learn the flute? 

We are looking for more pupils to play the flute and enhance the 

woodwind part of the school orchestra. We are able to offer the loan 

of a flute and taster experiences for any interested pupils. Please   

contact Mr Johnston via the school office if you are interested. 

Our Year 7 pupils are 

l ea rn ing  p lay  t he                       

Caribbean steel drums in 

their music lessons this 

term. Each tutor group 

will learn a different song 

and perform it to parents 

in a special concert on 

t he  a f t e r no o n  o f               

Tuesday 17th December. 

More details will follow 

via Parentmail. 

 

Year 6 pupils are busy learning a pop song 

on the Ukulele to perform to parents at a 

special concert on Thursday 24th October. 

Details for this event have been sent out 

by Parentmail. 

SMOJO is the St. Michael’s 

Orchestra and Jazz        

Orchestra. They rehearse 

in school on a Wednesday 

evening. 

Year 5, along with our     

inst rumental i st s and        

orchestra, will take a       

starring role in the annual 

Christmas Service on      

Monday 2nd December at 

7pm. 



Hugo R Riley E Oscar W Leah J 

Amy M Annabelle B River H Poppy C 

Hetty P    

Poppy S    

Samuel H    

    

Every Friday, two pupils from each year group are 

selected to go and see Mr Ayling to receive praise 

and a reward for their hard work. All the pupils   

below have been selected since the last                               

newsletter. 

St. Michael’s is a   

Nut and Sesame 

Seed Free School 

We have a number of pupils with severe allergies to 

foods containing nuts or sesame seeds. Please do not 

allow anything containing these allergens to be 

brought into school. Below are some popular products 

that you need to avoid: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We appreciate your cooperation. 

To celebrate Harvest, our Courageous Advocates are     
organising a collection for Wimborne Food Bank. If you 
feel able to donate items for this appeal, please send them 
into school with your child before Wednesday 9th October.  

There are certain items that are in particular demand and 
these are shown in this list. We know how valuable the 
food bank is for many families and any contribution you 
are able to make will be very appreciated. 



 

Pupils in Year 6 took part in the official 

world record attempt for the largest poetry 

lesson (multi-venue), hosted by poet Laura 

Mucha. During the event, pupils across the 

world helped her write a poem about ‘what 

counts’ as part of the celebration of World 

Poetry Day. We wait with anticipation to see 

if we helped set a new world record! 

Thank you for all of your efforts in making sure that pupils 

have the correct uniform. This allows teachers to focus on 

positives and a warm greeting when pupil enter their 

rooms rather than immediately being challenged over their 

uniform. There a few areas we can improve on further and 

your support will be much appreciated. 

School Shoes We changed the school poli-

cy last year to allow pupils to wear black 

trainers in place of school shoes. Trainers 

need to be entirely black, including logos 

and soles. Boots and canvas shoes are not 

suitable for school activities. 

Socks The uniform policy is clear that 

socks should be plain grey or black. 

White socks are not part of the uniform 

and no child should be wearing white 

branded sports socks. 

Earrings and Piercings Pupils are allowed 

to wear one pair of stud earrings only. No 

other piercings are allowed to be worn,   

including blank retainers. There is no      

exception to this rule and they are           

expected to be removed even if this will 

affect the piercing healing up. 

Jewellery and Make-Up Other than         

earrings, no other jewellery should be in 

school. Pupils should not wear bracelets or 

necklaces. Pupils should not wear         

make-up, false nails or false eyelashes. 

Spot concealer is permitted. Again, this     

applies to all pupils without exception. 

A reminder that all  

mobile phones should 

be turned off at all 

times when inside the 

s c h o o l  g r o u n d s ,         

inc luding leaving 

school at the end of 

the day. Pupils using 

phones in the school 

grounds will have their 

phones removed. We 

also ask that pupils do 

not take photos or      

images of other pupils 

in school uniform for                        

safeguarding reasons. 

We will have more        

sporting news in the next 

newsletter as fixtures and 

tournaments get underway. 

A quick mention to the 

Year 5 football team who 

won against West Moors     

Middle in their first game 

in the St. Michael’s shirt. 

Well done boys, a great 

start! 



Please make sure 

that all pupils wait at 

the junctions either 

end of Colehill Lane 

until the school 

crossing patrol stops 

t r a f f i c  b e f o r e                      

crossing. 

As most parents will be aware, the road system surrounding St. Michael’s is not designed to 

cope with the number of vehicles that use it during dropping-off and picking-up times. We are 

concerned that some motorists are putting our pupils at risk by their actions, including     

mounting pavements to get past queues of traffic waiting at the junctions. The school does not 

have any control over these roads and any actions by drivers will be subject to examination by 

the police. 

One of the main issues with the road system is that the design is such that a car parked in      

certain places will massively restrict the flow of traffic. We would ask all parents to adhere to a 

voluntary arrangement to ensure a smooth and efficient flow of traffic. 

Church 
The Reef 

Youth 

Centre 
School 

War         

Memorial 

Do not park here 

Bus parking  

only 

If all traffic uses the roads surrounding the school as a one way system, the flow of traffic will 

be more efficient. Please enter from the War Memorial end of Colehill Lane and exit by the 

church. Even one vehicle trying to come the opposite way will stop all of the traffic from       

flowing freely. 

Pupils who leave 

through the woods 

opposite the school 

need to take care 

near the Co-op as 

there is no crossing 

patrol there. It is 

much safer to walk 

to the ends of the 

road and use the 

crossing patrol. 

School Car Park 

Please respect our 

Local Residents 

Please can all parents be mindful of the 

access needs of local residents when 

parking near the school. Please make 

sure that you do not block access to 

their driveways, park on the corners at 

junctions or park on a pavement. Many 

of our local residents are elderly and 

require access to be available at all 

times of the day. 



Here are the final house point totals for the year.  Pupils earn ‘EPraise’ points and these 

are added together to make their house point totals. The stars under the house name 

shows how many times they have won the house trophy in the last two years. 

 

6828 6444 6627 6646 

 

 

You can check your child’s EPraise points total by going to www.epraise.co.uk and logging onto 

the parents page. 

These are the 5 students with the most house points in each house. Well Done, a great effort! 

Amy M (99)  Clemmie B (95)  Zachary N (85)  Lily W (98) 

Arlo H (89)  Sean G (85)  Scarlett W (85)  Dexter M (89) 

Amber B (82)  Wills B (84)  Ava H (83)  Poppy S (80) 

Brooke A (80)  Grace D (83)  Teddy G (81)  Roman W (79) 

Rowan S (80)  Chloe S (80)  Joseph V (81)  Mason L (78) 

We are delighted that attendance at school 

has made a very positive start; we are        

currently at 95.5%. We are aiming for 97% and 

so we have a little more work to do in this   

area. Thank you for making attendance a  

continuing priority. 

We have a useful webpage that gives further 

information about school attendance                         

including advice on what to do if your child is 

ill, has an ongoing health condition or is               

anxious about attending school. You can find 

the webpage by clicking here or going to the 

attendance section of the school website. 

Here is the current attendance for each house. 

The tutor group with the highest attendance 

in the school is 7R, closely followed by 5JS. 

The highest year group in the school is year 5 

with 97.6%. 

Paget Bankes Gulliver Hanham 

95.5% 94.7% 95.5% 95.8% 

If you are 5 minutes late every day that 

equates to: 

• 25 minutes per week (Half a lesson 

missed) 

• 15.8 hours of missed school per 

year (over 17 lessons missed) 

• 63 hours of missed school over the 

4 years you are at St. Michaels (over 

68 lessons missed) 

If you are 10 minutes late every day 

that equates to: 

• 50 minutes per week (1 lesson 

missed) 

• 31.6 hours of missed school per 

year (over 34 lessons missed) 

• 124 hours of missed school over 

the 4 years you are at St. Michaels 

(over 135 lessons missed) 

The Impact of Lateness 

Every lesson counts! 

Be on time! 

http://www.epraise.co.uk
https://attendance.initiolearning.org/


Tuesday 8th October  Year 4 Open Evening (5pm) 

Monday 14th—Friday 18th   

October 

Year 5 Activities Week 

Tuesday 15th October Tutor Based Parents Evening 

Wednesday 16th October QE Careers Fair (suitable for Year 8)  

Thursday 24th October Year 6 Ukulele Concert (1.55pm) 

Thursday 24th October  Year 3,4 and 5 Fun Run (3.45pm) 

Thursday 24th October Twinning Event at the Allendale Centre (Evening) 

Thursday 24th October  Year 6 Ukulele Concert to Parents 

Monday 28th October—Friday 

1st November 

Half Term Break 

Monday 4th November Staff Training Day (School Closed) 

Tuesday 5th November Year 7 AUB Arts Award (Visit 1) 

Wednesday 6th November Year 7 AUB Arts Award (Visit 2) 

Sunday 10th November Remembrance Service at St. Michael’s Church 

Tuesday 12th November Year 5-8 Flu Vaccinations 

Tuesday 19th November  Subject Based Parents’ Evening for all Year Groups 

(in person) 

Wednesday 27th November Musicians Performing at Mayor’s Brunch (10am) 

Wednesday 27th November Subject Based Parents’ Evening for all Year Groups 

(online) 

Friday 29th November Year 6 Author Talk  

Monday 2nd December Christmas Service at Wimborne Minster (7pm) 

Tuesday 17th December  Year 7 Steel Drumming Concert (pm) 

Thursday 19th December Last Day of Term 

Friday 20th December INSET Day (School Closed) 

Monday 6th January INSET Day (School Closed) 

Tuesday 7th January First Day of Spring Term for Pupils 

  



 

St. Michael’s Middle School 

Term Dates 2024/2025 

 

Autumn Term 

Tuesday 3rd September 2024 Staff Training Day (School Closed) 

 

Wednesday 4th September  2024 Staff Training Day (School Closed) 

Thursday 5th September 2024 First Day of Term 

Monday 28th October 2024 Half Term Starts 

Friday 1st November 2024 Half Term Ends 

Monday 4th November 2024 Staff Training Day (School Closed) 

Tuesday 5th November 2024 Pupils Return to School 

Thursday 19th December 2024 Last Day of Term 

Friday 20th December 2024 Staff Training Day (School Closed) 

    

Spring Term       

Monday 6th January 2025 Staff Training Day (School Closed) 

 

Tuesday 7th January 2025 First Day of Term 

Monday 17th February 2025 Half Term Starts 

Friday 21st February 2025 Half Term Ends 

Monday 24th February 2025 Staff Training Day (School Closed) 

Tuesday 25th February 2025 Pupils Return to School 

Friday 4th April 2025 Last Day of Term 

  

Summer Term     

Tuesday 22nd April 2025 Staff Training Day (School Closed) 

   

Wednesday 23rd April 2025 First Day of Term 

Monday 5th
 
May 2025 Bank Holiday (School Closed) 

Monday 26th May 2025 Half Term Starts 

Friday 30th June 2025 Half Term Ends 

Monday 3rd June 2025 Pupils Return to School 

Friday 4th July 2025 Staff Training Day (School Closed) 

Wednesday 23rd July 2025 Last Day of Term 

Colehill Lane, Wimborne, Dorset. BH21 7AB 

Tel: (01202) 883433      

office@stmichaelsmiddle.org 

In the unlikely event that the school is required to close at short notice, this will be communicated through three   

different channels. A pop-up alert will appear on the front page of the school website, parents will receive a      

Parentmail from the school office and the school status will be listed on the Dorset Council Closed Schools page. 

There is also usually an announcement made through local radio stations. 

https://gi.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/closedservices/Service/schools







