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Dear Parents/Carers, 

Welcome back to school for the final half term of the year. This year seems 

to have gone so quickly and we have certainly packed a lot into that time. 

We hope you enjoy looking back at the last month or so of school                    

activities. 

I want to start by saying a big well done to Year 6 for their efforts in the 

recent SATS. They have all worked so incredibly hard and we look forward 

to receiving the results in July. We now switch the focus to their writing 

and trying to improve those last few areas. 

We are also beginning in earnest the transition arrangements for pupils 

joining the school and for those who will be leaving us at the end of the 

year. A reminder that the transition day for all pupils will be on Friday 

28th June and further details for this day be communicated in the next 

couple of weeks. 

On Thursday, we will be spending some of the day looking back at the 

events of 80 years ago, that being D-Day. We will be having a special      

assembly that will take pupils through the events before, during and after 

the event. Some of our choir will be taking part in a performance in      

Wimborne as part of the events taking place to mark the anniversary (see 

the programme in this newsletter). Later this year, the Year 8 pupils going 

on our French trip will have a chance to visit some of the actual beaches 

where all of the events of the day took place and also visiting one of the 

many cemeteries for the fallen, a truly moving experience. 

We have a busy half term ahead with lots of concerts and events, be sure 

to check out the important dates page for details of what is happening.  

Kind regards, 

Mr Ayling 



Girls’ Football Double Champions! 

Following on from their success in representing Dorset 

as champions in the English School’s FA Cup in Bristol 

last half term, our Year 5 girls’ football team have won 

the Dorset County Football Cup, making them double 

champions! This is a great achievement for the school 

as it is the second year in a row we have won this     

competition showing that we are a growing force in 

girls’ football. A huge congratulations to these girls 

who have done so well for the school. Keep this        

photo, who knows how many future Lionesses it shows! 

East Dorset Gymnastics Tumbling Champions! 

Year 5                                
Penathalon Team 

A group of our Year 5     

pupils competed against a 

number of other schools in  

a Penathalon (5 different 

events) competition. They 

did exceptionally well and 

came 2nd overall by just 

one point. A great effort 

and well done to the team. 

Year 6 - Thursday 4th July 

(pm) 

Year 5 - Thursday 11th July 

(pm) 

Years 7 & 8  - Wednesday 

17th July (am and pm) 

Congratulations to our Year 5 and 

6 gymnastics tumbling team who 

won the East Dorset competition 

with an outstanding performance, 

bettering their finish of 2nd place 

last year. It was a tight result with 

us just  edging ahead of                           

Allenbourn Middle to take the      

trophy back to St. Michael’s. All of 

the team won Gold medals and we 

were very excited by the result. 



Continued…. 

Well done to our Year 6 indoor athletics 

team who came 3rd in the recent Dorset 

County Athletics event. 

Our Year 8 Sport’s Leaders have been 

developing their coaching skills by  

running mini-sports festivals at St. 

James First School and Colehill First. 

Congratulations to our Under 13 boys’ 

football team who made the final of the 

PEDSSA Football Cup, losing a close   

final to a tough Poole Grammar team. A 

great effort to get to the final. 

Congratulations to the Under 12 girls’    

football team for being in the final of the 

Dorset County Cup, narrowly losing the 

final to a very good team from Glenmoor 

Secondary School. 

We have a number of our school cricket 

teams progressing through the various 

competitions and doing well. We will      

update you on their progress in the next 

newsletter. 



Year 5 were recently transported back to Ancient Greece for a day looking at the culture and history 

of this ancient civilisation. The day involved activities such an Olympics event, playscript reading 

from ‘Who Let the Gods Out’, designing Greek pottery and playing games with an Ancient Greece 

theme. 

The event helps launch the pupils’ English work for this half term based around the book ‘Who Let 

the Gods Out’ by Maz Evans. They will use the book to examine different writing styles including 

non-chronological reports, narrative writing and playscripts. A big thank you for the wonderful 

effort on costumes, you all looked magnificent! 



Every book purchased through this website 

gives 25% of the cover price to St. Michael’s! 

Please select St. Michael’s Middle School at checkout as your nominated school 

www.lovereading4kids.co.uk 

www.lovereading.co.uk 

We are delighted to introduce you to a new website for the purchase of 

books for you or your child that also helps support our school.                       

LoveReading and LoveReading4Kids offer a comprehensive one-stop place 

to find all of the latest books, for all ages, with reviews and                                

recommendations. All the books have 10% off the cover price. You can also 

purchase gift cards which not only make a lovely present but once cashed 

in also raises money for the school. Every book purchased helps towards 

our ongoing library redevelopment and gives our pupils the widest possible 

choice of quality reading materials. Please spread the word of this site to 

friends and families, especially if they are buying books as a present, and 

help us raise as much as possible. 

Other titles from Maz Evans, author of ‘Who Let the Gods Out’ - available from www.lovereading4kids.co.uk 



Year 5 Year 6 Year 7 Year 8 

Tash B Thomas A Bethany L Alissa I 

Leyton P Heidi C Gracie J George H 

Isla H Lee D Ava S Helena A 

Jack W Charlotte F Jasmine B Izzy P 

James K Elliott W-G Zoe B Josh A 

Corder H Isla K Isabelle A Sophie B 

Lily S Claudia E Leah J Eathan H 

Mahthilda T Verity B Grace C Tommy G 

Poppy L Dexter J Tilly E Mason Y 

Phoebe W Ella G Sophia H  

Cian N  Harry B  

Chloe F  Josh R  

Charlie M  Willow P  

Every Friday, two pupils from each year group 

are selected to go and see Mr Ayling to          

receive praise and a reward for their hard 

work. All the pupils below have been                         

selected since the last newsletter. 

As part of our commitment as an Eco-

School, we are always looking for ways 

to reduce waste and reuse/recycle. The 

Reef Community Centre runs regular 

second hand school uniform sales of 

donated items. They are appealing for 

old uniform from any of the listed 

schools to be dropped off ahead of the 

upcoming summer sales. If you are  

purchasing new uniform for next year, 

please donate anything no longer  

needed to The Reef. There will be a sale 

Tuesday from 10am to 1pm every week 

throughout the summer holidays,   

starting 23rd July. All money raised 

goes to support The Reef charity which 

maintains and operates the centre. 



As part of their science topic on lifecycles, Year 5 pupils have been      

observing caterpillars undergoing metamorphosis into butterflies. Each 

class had a net in their classroom and watched the caterpillars grow,   

cocoon themselves before emerging as fully formed butterflies. Once 

their wings had dried out, they were set free into our garden area. 

Here are the final house point totals for the year.  Pupils earn ‘ePraise’ points and these 

are added together to make their house point totals. 

 

42,722 40,413 41,168 41,943 

 

 

You can check your child’s ePraise points total by going to www.epraise.co.uk and logging into 

the parents’ page. 

These are the five students with the most house points in each house -  well done! 

Matilda C (448)  Freddie H (432)  Oliver S (427)  Heidi C (489) 

Freya W (443)  Eva-Bella J (424)  Roseanna L (412)  Charlotte F (485) 

Lily S (419)  Thomas A (419)  Oscar M (407)  Hetty R (438) 

Annie B (413)  Mpho M (381)  Emilia S-J (404)  Jack S (437) 

Rachel K (411)  Alyssa C (380)  Edward F (401)  Constance H (426) 

http://www.epraise.co.uk


Year 6 pupils have been studying animal 

adaptations as part of their variation topic. 

They were set a homework to present their 

research to the rest of the class. Here are 

some of the results. Great work! 



Just before half term we took 105 of our Year 7s to Holne Park in Devon 

for a fun-filled week of adventurous activities. For many of them, it was 

the first time that they had stayed away from home but there was little 

time to dwell on feeling homesick as it was a jam-packed week of         

activities which included: caving, rock climbing, high ropes, canoeing, 

raft building and many more. Lots of pupils overcame their fears and 

worked in activity groups which allowed them the opportunity to make 

new friends. In the evenings, pupils were competing in a mini Olympics 

and also building shelters around a campfire.  

 

One pupil has said “Holne Park is a fun experience. It’s not what I 

thought it would be - it was much more exciting, it's a massive place 

and you go in a minibus to do caving and rock climbing. My                      

favourite activity was high ropes which I never thought I'd say as I 

don't like heights!  I went round 4 times. Me and Molly went ahead of 

everyone. My biggest achievement was being away from home but I 

did it and I now want to go on the trips in Year 8.”   

 

Well done to all of the pupils who came on the trip for representing the 

school so well and thank you again to all of the staff who gave up their 

time to ensure the trip could go ahead.  

Students can access the hundreds of photos from the 

week via their Google Drive. They are saved in        

Student Resources / Year 7 / Holne Park photos 2024.  



St. Michael’s Middle School was delighted to perform Peter Pan Jr. over three 

nights at the Layard Theatre. Over 1000 people saw the performances of 

what was widely regarded as one the best shows in recent years. The pupils 

worked incredibly hard over many weeks to bring the show together, under 

the guidance of the many staff who helped out. A particular thank you to Mr 

Johnston and Mr Patrice for coordinating the show.  It was particularly      

impressive where pupils controlled all aspects of the performance,            

including the lighting and sound in the theatre, with two pupils even going 

onto the lighting gantry to control the spotlight. We are sure that it will 

leave many wonderful memories for the cast and be a highlight of their time 

at St. Michael’s. We hope you enjoy some of the photos from the show. 

On the final night, we were 

delighted to welcome back 

performers from our last 

two shows who helped us 

say a big goodbye to Mrs 

Atkins who retired after 

over 25 years at the school.  





Thursday 6th June Year 8 QE Transfer Assembly 

 Year 8 Mayflower Theatre Visit to ‘Wicked’  

 SMMS Pupils singing at D-Day Event 

Tuesday 11th June Bronze and Silver Arts Award Moderation Day 

 Year 4 Sports Welcome Event (after school) 

Wednesday 12th June Silver Arts Award trip to Southampton 

 Rock Concert for Parents (Evening) 

Monday 17th June-            

Friday 21st June 

Year 8 Tall Ships Week 

Wednesday 19th June Year 4 Parents’ Welcome Evening 6pm 

Thursday 20th June Year 7 Rivers Trip Day 1 

Friday 21st June  INSET Day (School Closed) 

Monday 24th June -           

Friday 28th June 

Year 8 French Trip Week 

Thursday 27th June Year 7 Rivers Trip Day 2 

Friday 28th June Transfer Day 

Monday 1st July Extra Transfer Day at QE for French Trip Pupils 

Monday 1st July -                       

Wednesday 3rd July 

Year 6 Activities Events 

Thursday 4th July Year 6 Sports Day (pm) 

Wednesday 10th July Summer Concert 6.30pm 

Thursday 11th July Year 5 Sports Day (pm) 

Tuesday 16th July Parents’ Evening (In School) 

Wednesday 17th July Key Stage 3 (Years 7 and 8) Sports Day 

Friday 19th July Year 8 Rewards Day 

Monday 22nd July Year 8 Leavers’ Assembly (am) 

 Year 8 Prom Night (Evening) 

Tuesday 23rd July Last Day of Term 



Autumn Term  

Tuesday 3rd September 2024 INSET Day (School Closed) 

Wednesday 4th September 2024 INSET Day (School Closed) 

Thursday 5th September 2024 First Day of Autumn Term for Pupils 

Monday 28th October 2024—

Friday 1st November 2024 

Half Term (School Closed) 

Monday 4th November 2024 INSET Day (School Closed) 

Tuesday 5th November 2024 Pupils Return to School 

Thursday 19th December 2024 Last Day of Autumn Term for Pupils 

Friday 20th December 2024 INSET Day (School Closed) 

  

Spring Term  

Monday 6th January 2025 INSET Day (School Closed) 

Tuesday 7th January 2025 First Day of Spring Term for Pupils 

Monday 17th February 2025—

Friday 21st February 2025 

Half Term (School Closed) 

Monday 24th February 2025 INSET Day (School Closed) 

Tuesday 25th February 2025 Pupils Return to School 

Friday 4th April 2025 Last Day of Spring Term for Pupils 

  

Summer Term  

Tuesday 22nd April 2025 INSET Day (School Closed) 

Wednesday 23rd April 2025 First Day of Summer Term for Pupils 

Monday 5th May 2025 Bank Holiday (School Closed) 

Monday 26th May 2025—Friday 

30th May 2025 

Half Term (School Closed) 

Monday 2nd June 2025 Pupils Return to School 

Friday 4th July 2025 INSET Day (School Closed) 

Wednesday 23rd July 2025 Last Day of Summer Term for Pupils 

  

St. Michaels’ C.E. Middle School 








