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Dear Parents/Carers, 

A lot has happened since the last newsletter, as you will be able to see in this 

issue. Whether this is having a chance to dress up for World Book Day or for 

Year 6 pupils and staff to be Vikings for two days last week. We have         

continued to have great success in various sporting events and we are well 

into the final touches for our biennial production (which this year is Peter Pan 

Jr.) ...and we also had a visit from Ofsted. 

We have received the draft copy of the Ofsted report and have returned this to 

them for final checking. I am hopeful that we will be able to release the final 

report before the Easter break. 

I want to thank all of those in the school community who were involved in the 

inspection in some way, whether this is as a pupil, parent, staff member,    

governor or trustee.  

We are unable to share full details of the inspection until publication of the 

final report but we can highlight the outcome of the Parent View surveys (full     

results can be found on the Ofsted Parent View website). A few of the notable 

results are: 

• 99% positive result for ‘There is a good range of subjects available to my 

child at this school’. 

• 98% positive result for ‘My child can take part in clubs and activities at 

this school’. 

• 97% positive result for ‘My child feels safe at this school’. 

• 93% of parents would recommend this school to another parent (the 

most positive result of all the schools in the Initio Learning Trust). 

We look forward to sharing the full report with you in due course and we hope 

that you have a lovely Easter break. 

Mr D.Ayling 



Our Year 8 sports leaders 

recently hosted a number 

of local schools who came 

to try out some sports         

designed to be played by 

disabled athletes. They led 

sess ions  in  bocc i a 

(pronounced ’bot-cha’) and 

table top cricket. The      

visiting Ofsted inspector 

was impressed with their      

leadership and sports 

coaching skills. 

Year 6 Girls Football Finals 

Our Year 6 girls 7-a-side football team recently took 

part in the  FA South West Regional Finals near Bristol. 

They were competing as the Dorset Champions against 

the county winners from 7 other areas including     

Cornwall, Devon, Hampshire, Somerset and even the 

Channel Islands. The event started with pupils receiving 

their medals as county winners and posing for a quick 

team photo. 

 

Despite the endless rain 

the Year 8 netball 

League  was  f ina l l y                   

completed!  With half the 

team practicing for our     

upcoming show Peter Pan 

and therefore unable to 

play it was fantastic to see 

our Year 7 putting       

themselves forwards to fill 

the gaps. With some tough         

competition we did really 

well winning over half of 

our games-they should be 

very proud of themselves.  

We have also been involved 

in the KS2 netball league 

with some of the KS2's 

c o m p e t i n g  i n  a                           

competition for the first 

time. They played brilliantly 

and thoroughly enjoyed 

the experience.  

We were in a group with 4 other county champions and 

played four games overall. Each game was 7 minutes 

each way which made scoring quickly a priority. The 

girls drew their first game and then won the next two. 

Their last game saw them against a very physical     

Cornish team who gave us our first defeat. The group 

was tight with 3 teams tied on points going into the  

final group game where goal difference was going to be 

the deciding factor. 

A late goal moved us to third place and we narrowly     

missed out on the semi-final. The girls were               

disappointed but did the school and Dorset proud.   

Well done! 

Good luck on Friday for 

out gymnastic tumbling 

team compet ing at       

Ferndown. 



Year 5 Year 6 Year 7 Year 8 

Freddie G Charlie M Daisy D Zack H 

Freddie B Anthony H Olivia M Amelia N 

Harriet N Ralph C Chloe H Bobby H 

Florence L Izzy G Esme L Riley L 

Holly B-H Toby S Evan H Rose L 

Olivia A Caitlin J Sophia J Ava T 

Albie S William K Roman V Millie L 

Moby S  Jack S Amy O 

Oliver S  Harriet J  

  Jackson L  

  Ava F  

Every Friday, two pupils from each year group are   

selected to go and see Mr Ayling to receive praise and 

a reward for their hard work. All the pupils below 

have been selected since the last newsletter. 

We are delighted to have been recognised in the recent round of 

School Attendance Awards for the excellent attendance of our 

pupils compared to national benchmarks. We have been shown 

to have the highest attendance of similar schools in the local    

authority area for all pupils, pupils with SEND and disadvantaged 

pupils. Thank you to all parents for making your child’s           

attendance at school a priority as we know that this is where 

continued success at school starts. 



Year 6 RE 

TEN COMMANDMENTS  

Year 6 have been studying a unit of work based on the              

importance of the early stories in the Bible and the covenant 

(agreement) that God had with the Jewish people. As part of this 

work, pupils looked at Moses and how he was given the Ten  

Commandments by God. 

For their end of unit assessment, pupils were asked to create a 

modern day version of the 10 commandments based on what they 

felt would make the world a better place. We thought that it would 

be nice to share a few of their ideas. For each commandment they 

created they needed to explain their thinking. To help their   

thinking, pupils looked at modern day examples of rules to follow 

such as human rights, Millennium Development Goals and the UN   

Charter on the Rights of Child. 

• Young people should be trusted and listened to We often 

have great ideas and we often do try and tell people we’re 

apparently ‘too young to understand’. We often do tell the 

truth, but no one believes us. 

• Women and children have equal rights This one is no-

brainer—we’re humans too—we deserve to earn as much as 

men, work as much as men and generally just give us rights 

that are equal to men. 

• You shall be kind Everyone deserves and needs kindness in 

their lives, both giving it and receiving it. 

• Nobody shall be judged for who they choose to be Every-

one on Earth should be able to be themselves, and who they 

want to be without fear of being judged. 

• You shall have time to relax and play People should have a 

chance to take a break from hard work. 

• Respect and treat fairly everybody around you This would 

impactful on the world as this would prevent war, bullying 

and generally make the world a better place. 

This is just a small selection of the pupil’s work and we were    

impressed by the depth of thinking in their responses. 



 

We are very sad to be saying goodbye to three of our staff. 

Madame Hughes has been covering the teaching timetable for    

Madame Minne. She has done a fantastic job with these classes and 

we are sorry to see her leave. Madame Minne will return just before 

Easter and will work alongside Madame Hughes for a couple of 

weeks to ensure an effective handover of information. We wish her 

all the best for the future. 

Mrs Armstrong is also leaving the school at Easter to take up a full-

time job at West Moors Middle School. This is the second time that 

Mrs Armstrong has been a member of staff at St. Michael’s and she 

has most recently been teaching textiles to pupils in Year 5 and Year 

8. We are delighted to be joined by Mrs Smith who is joining us until 

the end of the summer term to fill the textiles teaching role on a 

Wednesday. Mrs Smith is currently works for the Trust at Emmanuel 

Middle School and is continuing her job there whilst working one 

day a week for St. Michael’s. We look forward to welcoming her to 

the school. 

We have welcomed Mrs Johnson to the staff for the remainder of the 

year as she covers part of the timetable with class 5M. 

Mrs Atkins 

We will also be bidding a fond farewell to a   

member of staff who has been at the heart of the 

school for over 26 years. Mrs Atkins has been our 

school librarian since joining the school in      

September 1997. During this time, she has 

helped countless numbers of pupils with their 

reading and ensured that we have a well stocked 

and effective library for pupils to use. She has  

also been responsible for constructing and   

maintaining our school  wildlife pond whilst also 

taking the lead in the creation of the many    

beautiful murals around the outside of the 

school. She has been a key member of the team 

that helps put on school  performances, making 

the sets and sourcing props for the shows and 

acting as a stage manger for each performance. 

Countless numbers of pupils have very happy 

memories of participating and watching our 

school productions and I am sure that they would 

join us all in wishing her the very best for her   

retirement. St. Michael’s will not be the same 

without you! 

Madame Hughes 

Madame Minne 

Mrs Armstrong 

Mrs Johnson 



Last week, Year 6 dressed up and celebrated two days as Vikings.  We 

welcomed staff from the Ancient Technology Centre in Cranborne who 

taught us how to make textiles the Viking way, we learnt how to battle like a 

Viking and we learnt how to play games like Vikings did. Pupils heard 

some Viking mythology stories and had a chance to feel the atmosphere of a 

Viking settlement in our Ancient Roundhouse. They also handled some of 

the furs that Vikings would have used as clothes. Pupils designed individual 

shields as well as life-sized wooden class shields, we made some model    

Viking boats and we learnt about what happened when the Vikings first 

came to Great Britain. Pupils did this in preparation for their next novel,   

Viking Boy by Tony Bradman. 



Staff and pupils at St. Michael’s  

joined many across the country in 

celebration of World Book Day 2024. 

We held a costume competition and 

had a  special  assembly where we 

found out that we had raised over 

£700 in our recent Readathon                     

competition in aid of ‘Read for 

Good’, a charity which provides 

books and storytellers for children in 

hospital. Thank you for all your     

generous sponsorship and well done 

to all our dedicated readers! 

Here are some of the pupils who 

made it through to the finals of 

the costume competition. 

There were some great costumes 

across the school including from 

some of the staff. 

There were four winners of the 

costume competition and each 

pupil won a £10 voucher.  Well 

done to Megan (Year 5), Annie 

(Year 6), Jack (Year 7) and Rose 

(Year 8). The prizes were awarded 

in a special assembly where we 

heard excerpts from Mr Bush’s 

chosen book this year, Wonder by 

R.J. Palicio. 



Here are the final house point totals for the year.  Pupils earn ‘ePraise’ points and these 

are added together to make their house point totals. 

 

32,589 30,985 31,515 32,073 

 

 

You can check your child’s ePraise points total by going to www.epraise.co.uk and logging into 

the parents page. 

These are the five students with the most house points in each house -  well done! 

Freya W (340)  Freddie H (340)  Edward F (327)  Charlotte F (364) 

Matilda C (333)  Eva-Bella J (329)  Oliver S (322)  Heidi C (364)) 

Oliver H (330)  Thomas A (312)  Oscar M (321)  Hetty R (333) 

Annie B (329)  Mpho M (299)  Kai L (319)  Constance H (316) 

Lily S (313)  Alyssa C (292)  Roseanna L (313)  Jack S (315) 

 

Last Few Tickets Available 

Balcony tickets now available using the 

code ‘RELEASE’ when booking. 

One of the most popular units in Year 8   

English is the writing work based on Gothic 

Horror. Here are a few examples of the     

descriptive writing from our pupils. 

The footsteps became louder and louder… I 

stopped. They stopped. I walked faster - so 

did they.   Pandora N  

Old shattered windows hang from the 

house.  Black ravens fly over my head.    

Slowly, I open the rotten door.   Lucy W  

The little cottage was submerged by the   

rolling fog on a dark eerie night.  The vines, 

which were like snakes, strangled the 

house.  The only light was coming from a 

small flickering candle casting shadows up 

the wall.  Chloe R.  

I the hear scream and then run…as the     

crying of souls chase after me…   Toby S  

http://www.epraise.co.uk


You will have seen in the press that the Department for Education has developed new 

guidance for schools on prohibiting the use of mobile phones during the school day (the 

full document can be found on the DfE website). We have always had a clear expectation 

that mobile phones should not be used on school premises at any time but we thought, 

with it recently being I the news, that it was a good time to remind parents and pupils of 

the rules at St. Michael’s. 

The DfE guidance gives schools the                     

authority to take one of four actions        

regarding phones in school. We have      

chosen option C  - Mobile phones kept in 

secure location, which the pupil does not 

access throughout the day. Phones are to 

be kept in bags, on pegs, throughout the 

day. If a pupil prefers, they can be handed 

in at the school office for safe keeping. 

There is never an occasion where pupil can 

use their phones on site to listen to music 

(via earbuds or headphones) or take photos 

of staff or pupils. Should a pupils use a 

phone to take pictures or sound recordings 

of any pupils or staff, this will be treated as 

a serious breach of the schools behaviour 

code and the pupils concerned will be    

sanctioned. 

Schools are able to confiscate mobile 

phones if they are found on pupils during 

the school day, whether or not the phone is 

switched on. Our school policy states that 

on the first occasion, a phone will be   

confiscated and should be collected by the 

pupil at the end of the day. On a second 

occasion, the phone will be confiscated 

and parents will need to pick this up from 

the school office and a lunchtime detention 

issued. On the third occurrence, the 

phone will have to be handed in at the    

office every morning or a ban issued on 

bringing the phone to school and an after-

school detention issued.  

Pupils who refuse to hand over their 

phones when asked or refuse to hand in a 

phone at the school office if required will 

be sanctioned in line with the schools     

behaviour policy for defiant behaviour.   

The use of mobile phones in school is                      

specifically covered in the Online Safety 

Policy, section 8. 

 

A single exception to a pupil being allowed 

a mobile phone in school is for a medical 

reason (for example for diabetes           

monitoring), and is at the discretion of the 

Headteacher. 

or 

We are pleased that the need to enforce these rules with pupils is very rare as the vast 

majority understand and follow the rules. We understand why parents may want their 

child to have a phone for safety purposes and thank you for ensuring your child follows 

the rules as set out above. Lastly, all phones are brought to school at your own risk. 



Monday 25th March All day Peter Pan rehearsal at Layard Theatre 

Tuesday 26th March Peter Pan Jr. Performance Night 1 

Wednesday 27th March Peter Pan Jr. Performance Night 2 

Thursday 28th March Peter Pan Jr. Performance Night 3 

Thursday 28th March  INSET Day (school closed) 

Friday 29th March Easter Holidays start 

Monday 15th April Pupils return to school 

Tuesday 23rd April  Year 8 Visit to Bournemouth University  

Wednesday 24th April  Year 8 Visit to Bournemouth University  

Wednesday 8th May Year 8 Trip to Paultons Park 

Thursday 9th May Year 8 Chelsea's Choice PSHE Production 

Monday 13th May—Thursday 

16th May 

Year 6 SATS Week 

Monday 13th May—Friday 

17th May 

Year 7 Holme Park Residential Visit 

Monday 27th May Half Term starts 

Friday 31st May Half Term ends 

Thursday 6th June Year 8 Mayflower Theatre Trip to see ‘Wicked’ 

Thursday 20th June Year 7 Geography Trip Part 1 

Friday 21st June INSET Day (School closed) 

Thursday 27th June Year 7 Geography Trip Part 2 

Monday 24th June—Friday 

28th June 

Year 8 France Residential Trip 

Friday 28th June Transfer Day for all schools in Dorset and BCP 

Monday 1st July—Wednesday 

3rd July 

Year 6 Activities Week 

Monday 22nd July Year 8 Prom Event 

Tuesday 23rd July Last day of term 












