Newsletter March 2024

Dear Parents/Carers,

A lot has happened since the last newsletter, as you will be able to see in this
issue. Whether this is having a chance to dress up for World Book Day or for
Year 6 pupils and staff to be Vikings for two days last week. We have
continued to have great success in various sporting events and we are well
into the final touches for our biennial production (which this year is Peter Pan
Jr.) ...and we also had a visit from Ofsted.

We have received the draft copy of the Ofsted report and have returned this to
them for final checking. | am hopeful that we will be able to release the final
report before the Easter break.

| want to thank all of those in the school community who were involved in the
inspection in some way, whether this is as a pupil, parent, staff member,
governor or trustee.

We are unable to share full details of the inspection until publication of the
final report but we can highlight the outcome of the Parent View surveys (full
results can be found on the Ofsted Parent View website). A few of the notable
results are:

. 99% positive result for ‘There is a good range of subjects available to my
child at this school’.

. 98% positive result for ‘My child can take part in clubs and activities at
this school’.

. 97% positive result for ‘My child feels safe at this school’.

. 93% of parents would recommend this school to another parent (the

most positive result of all the schools in the Initio Learning Trust).

We look forward to sharing the full report with you in due course and we hope
that you have a lovely Easter break.

Mr D.Ayling

St. Michael’s Church of England Middle School
Colehill Lane, Wimborne, Dorset. BH21 7AB ,
Tel: 01202 883433 &

office@stmichaelsmiddle.org
Headteacher: Mr D. Ayling BSc/Ed (Hons) NPQH NPQEL
Deputy Headteacher: Mr P. Andrews BSc (Hons) PGCE

St. Michael’s Middle School

Qe - PR

—

e e

In this issue:

Pupils for
Praise

Staffing Update
Sporting News

World Book
Day

Mobile Phones
in School

Year 6 Viking
Day

House Point
Update



Year 6 Girls Football Finals

Our Year 6 girls 7-a-side football team recently took
part in the FA South West Regional Finals near Bristol.
They were competing as the Dorset Champions against
the county winners from 7 other areas including

Cornwall, Devon, Hampshire, Somerset and even the
Channel Islands. The event started with pupils receiving
their medals as county winners and posing for a quick
team photo.

We were in a group with 4 other county champions and
played four games overall. Each game was 7 minutes
each way which made scoring quickly a priority. The
girls drew their first game and then won the next two.
Their last game saw them against a very physical
Cornish team who gave us our first defeat. The group
was tight with 3 teams tied on points going into the
final group game where goal difference was going to be
the deciding factor.

A late goal moved us to third place and we narrowly

missed out on the semi-final. The girls were
disappointed but did the school and Dorset proud.
Well done!

Our Year 8 sports leaders
recently hosted a number
of local schools who came
to try out some sports
designed to be played by
disabled athletes. They led
sessions in boccia
(pronounced ’bot-cha’) and
table top cricket. The
visiting Ofsted inspector
was impressed with their

leadership and sports
coaching skills.
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Despite the endless rain

the Year 8 netball
League was finally
completed! With half the

team practicing for our
upcoming show Peter Pan
and therefore unable to
play it was fantastic to see
our Year 7 putting
themselves forwards to fill
the gaps. With some tough
competition we did really
well winning over half of
our games-they should be
very proud of themselves.
We have also been involved
in the KS2 netball league
with some of the KS2's
competing in a
competition for the first
time. They played brilliantly
and thoroughly enjoyed
the experience.
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Good luck on Friday for
out gymnastic tumbling
team competing at
Ferndown.



We are delighted to have been recognised in the recent round of

School Attendance Awards for the excellent attendance of our

pupils compared to national benchmarks. We have been shown

to have the highest attendance of similar schools in the local

. authority area for all pupils, pupils with SEND and disadvantaged

FFT National pupils. Thank you to all parents for making your child’s
Attendance Award | attendance at school a priority as we know that this is where

2023/24 continued success at school starts.

FFt

National School Attendance Award ( National School Attendance Award

|

2023/24 Autumn Term 2023/24 Autumn Term
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St Michael's CofE Middle St Michael's CofE Middle

Top 10% of all FFT Secondary Schools in England Top 25% of similar FFT Secondary Schools in England
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YEAR 6 RE
TEN COMMANDMENTS

4
‘ Year 6 have been studying a unit of work based on t

importance of the early stories in the Bible and the covenant
(agreement) that God had with the Jewish people. As part of this
work, pupils looked at Moses and how he was given the Ten
Commandments by God.

v

For their end of unit assessment, pupils were asked to create a
modern day version of the 10 commandments based on what they
felt would make the world a better place. We thought that it would
be nice to share a few of their ideas. For each commandment they
created they needed to explain their thinking. To help their
thinking, pupils looked at modern day examples of rules to follow
such as human rights, Millennium Development Goals and the UN
Charter on the Rights of Child.

e Young people should be trusted and listened to We often
have great ideas and we often do try and tell people we’re
apparently ‘too young to understand’. We often do tell the
truth, but no one believes us. -

* Women and children have equal rights This one is no-
brainer—we’re humans too—we deserve to earn as much as
men, work as much as men and generally just give us rights
that are equal to men.

. You shall be kind Everyone deserves and needs kindness in
their lives, both giving it and receiving it.

. Nobody shall be judged for who they choose to be Every-
one on Earth should be able to be themselves, and who they
want to be without fear of being judged.

. You shall have time to relax and play People should have a
chance to take a break from hard work.

. Respect and treat fairly everybody around you This would
“impactful on the world as this would prevent war, bullyﬂg
ajr'ta generally make the world a better place.

' _l‘o
This is ﬂlst a small selection of the pupil’s work and w
impressed by the depth of Mnking in their responses.



ting Update

We are very sad to be saying goodbye to three of our staff.

Madame Hughes has been covering the teaching timetable for
Madame Minne. She has done a fantastic job with these classes and
we are sorry to see her leave. Madame Minne will return just before

Easter and will work alongside Madame Hughes for a couple of |

weeks to ensure an effective handover of information. We wish her
all the best for the future.

Mrs Armstrong is also leaving the school at Easter to take up a full-
time job at West Moors Middle School. This is the second time that
Mrs Armstrong has been a member of staff at St. Michael’s and she
has most recently been teaching textiles to pupils in Year 5 and Year
8. We are delighted to be joined by Mrs Smith who is joining us until
the end of the summer term to fill the textiles teaching role on a
Wednesday. Mrs Smith is currently works for the Trust at Emmanuel
Middle School and is continuing her job there whilst working one
day a week for St. Michael’s. We look forward to welcoming her to
the school.

We have welcomed Mrs Johnson to the staff for the remainder of the
year as she covers part of the timetable with class 5M.

We will also be bidding a fond farewell to a
member of staff who has been at the heart of the
school for over 26 years. Mrs Atkins has been our
school librarian since joining the school in
September 1997. During this time, she has
helped countless numbers of pupils with their
. reading and ensured that we have a well stocked
' and effective library for pupils to use. She has
, also been responsible for constructing and
Mrs Atkins maintaining our school wildlife pond whilst also
taking the lead in the creation of the many
beautiful murals around the outside of the
school. She has been a key member of the team
that helps put on school performances, making
R;E‘n ME the sets and sourcing props for the shows and
ol acting as a stage manger for each performance.
’\ .~ Countless numbers of pupils have very happy
?‘,\("* memories of participating and watching our
\ school productions and | am sure that they would
;-@ - join us all in wishing her the very best for her
dj' ﬁ, A retirement. St. Michael’s will not be the same
without youl!

Mrs Johnson
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k, Vear 6 dressed up and celebvated two days as “Vikings. "

‘welcomed staff from the Ancient Technology Centre in Cranborne w;h \
' .'j';&i’ight us how to make textiles the “)iking way, we learnt how to hattle lil_;é"e b
3 Viking and we learnt how to play games like “Vikings did. Fupils h.e'a_v'4 L g
some “Viking mythology stories and had a chance to feel the atmosphere of @ =
iking settlement in our Ancient Qoundhouse. 77hey also handled some of i s
the furs that “Vikings would have used as clothes. fupils designed individual
~ shields as well as life-sized wooden class shields, we made some model gy
“YViking boats and we learnt about what happened when the “Vikings fivst
came to Great Jritain. Jupils did this in prepavation forv their next novel,

: :’is_iking JRoy by Tony Rradman.
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Staff and pupils at St. Michael’s
joined many across the country in
celebration of World Book Day 2024.
We held a costume competition and
had a special assembly where we
found out that we had raised over

£700 in our recent Readathon
competition in aid of ‘Read for
Good’, a charity which provides

books and storytellers for children in

hospital. Thank you for all your

generous sponsorship and well done
’ to all our dedicated readers!

There were some great costumes
across the school including from
some of the staff.

' |

/ in a special assembly where we

Here are some of the pupils who
made it through to the finals of
the costume competition.

.

ey

There were four winners of the ||
costume competition and each
pupil won a £10 voucher. Well |
done to Megan (Year 5), Annie
(Year 6), Jack (Year 7) and Rose
(Year 8). The prizes were awarded "

heard excerpts from Mr Bush’s
chosen book this year, Wonder by |
R.J. Palicio.
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Last Few Tickets Available G’ . X\&
S ( |
> 5 MDD (sothic Hor C\Nritiwg
ERESENTS.. One of the most popular units in Year 8
English is the writing work based on Gothic
Horror. Here are a few examples of the
descriptive writing from our pupils.

The footsteps became louder and louder... |
stopped. They stopped. | walked faster - so
did they. Pandora N

TUESDAY 26 MARCH
WEDNESDAY 27 MARCH
THURSDAY 28 MARCH 7P

HOOK YOUR TICKETS I / .| old shattered windows hang from the
THE CROC IS TIC ]f I house. Black ravens fly over my head.

Slowly, | open the rotten door. Lucy W

The little cottage was submerged by the

o rolling fog on a dark eerie night. The vines,

.- which were like snakes, strangled the

// " house. The only light was coming from a

/‘ . small flickering candle casting shadows up
\\\‘“""W‘h.v the wall. Chloe R.

| the hear scream and then run...as the
crying of souls chase after me... TobyS

& .

Balcony tickets now available using the
code ‘RELEASE’ when booking.

Here are the final house point totals for the year. Pupils earn ‘ePraise’ points and these
are added together to make their house point totals.

“%

- J

You can check your child’s ePraise points total by going to www.epraise.co.uk and logging into
the parents page.

These are the five students with the most house points in each house - well done!

Freya W (340) Freddie H (340) Edward F (327) Charlotte F (364)
Matilda C (333) Eva-Bella J (329) Oliver S (322) Heidi C (364))
Oliver H (330) Thomas A (312) Oscar M (321) Hetty R (333)
Annie B (329) Mpho M (299) Kai L (319) Constance H (316)

Lily S (313) Alyssa C (292) Roseanna L (313) Jack S (315)


http://www.epraise.co.uk

You will have seen in the press that the Department for Education has developed new
guidance for schools on prohibiting the use of mobile phones during the school day (the
full document can be found on the DfE website). We have always had a clear expectation
that mobile phones should not be used on school premises at any time but we thought,
with it recently being | the news, that it was a good time to remind parents and pupils of

the rules at St. Michael’s.

-

or

SCHOOL OFFICE

The DfE guidance gives schools the
authority to take one of four actions
regarding phones in school. We have
chosen option C - Mobile phones kept in
secure location, which the pupil does not
access throughout the day. Phones are to
be kept in bags, on pegs, throughout the
day. If a pupil prefers, they can be handed
in at the school office for safe keeping.

There is never an occasion where pupil can
use their phones on site to listen to music
(via earbuds or headphones) or take photos
of staff or pupils. Should a pupils use a
phone to take pictures or sound recordings
of any pupils or staff, this will be treated as
a serious breach of the schools behaviour
code and the pupils concerned will be
sanctioned.

Schools are able to confiscate mobile
phones if they are found on pupils during
the school day, whether or not the phone is
switched on. Our school policy states that
on the first occasion, a phone will be
confiscated and should be collected by the
pupil at the end of the day. On a second
occasion, the phone will be confiscated
and parents will need to pick this up from
the school office and a lunchtime detention
issued. On the third occurrence, the
phone will have to be handed in at the
office every morning or a ban issued on
bringing the phone to school and an after-
school detention issued.

Pupils who refuse to hand over their
phones when asked or refuse to hand in a
phone at the school office if required will

be sanctioned in line with the schools
behaviour policy for defiant behaviour.
The use of mobile phones in school is
specifically covered in the Online Safety
Policy, section 8.

A single exception to a pupil being allowed
a mobile phone in school is for a medical
reason (for example for diabetes
monitoring), and is at the discretion of the
Headteacher.

We are pleased that the need to enforce these rules with pupils is very rare as the vast
majority understand and follow the rules. We understand why parents may want their
child to have a phone for safety purposes and thank you for ensuring your child follows
the rules as set out above. Lastly, all phones are brought to school at your own risk.
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UPCOMING;

Monday ;;h March All day Peter Pan rehearsal at Layard Theatre
Tuesday 26th March Peter Pan Jr. Performance Night 1
Wednesday 27th March Peter Pan Jr. Performance Night 2
Thursday 28th March Peter Pan Jr. Performance Night 3
Thursday 28th March INSET Day (school closed)

Friday 29th March Easter Holidays start

Monday 15th April Pupils return to school

Tuesday 23rd April Year 8 Visit to Bournemouth University
Wednesday 24th April Year 8 Visit to Bournemouth University
Wednesday 8th May Year 8 Trip to Paultons Park

Thursday 9th May Year 8 Chelsea's Choice PSHE Production

Monday 13th May—Thursday Year 6 SATS Week
16th May

Monday 13th May—Friday Year 7 Holme Park Residential Visit
17th May

Monday 27th May Half Term starts

Friday 31st May Half Term ends

Thursday 6th June Year 8 Mayflower Theatre Trip to see ‘Wicked’
Thursday 20th June Year 7 Geography Trip Part 1

Friday 21st June INSET Day (School closed)

Thursday 27th June Year 7 Geography Trip Part 2

Monday 24th June—Friday Year 8 France Residential Trip
28th June

Friday 28th June Transfer Day for all schools in Dorset and BCP
Monday 1st July—Wednesday Year 6 Activities Week

3rd July

Monday 22nd July Year 8 Prom Event

Tuesday 23rd July Last day of term



Al The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the conlidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online salety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Salety, these guides now address wider topics and themes,

For further guides, hints and tips, pl visit

10 Top Tips for Parents and Educators

DEVELOPING HEALTHY
SLEEP PATTERNS

Quality sleep is paramount for wellbeing as it impacts our cognitive function, emotional balance
and overall health. A World Health Organisation study highlighted that 44% of young people
reported difficulty sleeping - potentially affecting their mood, concentration and immune system.

ge.com.

MINDFUL TECH
USE

Encourage a balanced approach to screen time.
While phones, laptops, tablets and 50 on can
serve as a helpful means of stress relief, it's
advisable to minimise their use right before bed,
These devices can keep the mind racing long
after theyre switched off, impacting how easity
and how well o person can sleep,

-

EFFECTIVE SLEEP
PRACTICES

Offer practical advice on reinforcing certain
habits that have a positive influence on sleeping

patterns, Children could start keeping a diary
which they add to each evening, for example -

1

2

or they could use up excess energy by exercising

during the day.
vy a5 /:_

HYDRATION
HABITS

uUnderline the importance of drinking plenty of
water throughout the day, while limiting drinks
close to bedtime to prevent disruptions during
the night: it's a lot harder to switch off If you
keep needing to get out of bed for the tollet.
Avoiding caffelnated drinks later In the day also
allows the body and brain to slow down
naturally, without any chemicals firing them
back up.

3

CONSISTENT BEDTIME
SCHEDULE

Assist children In developing consistent
bedtime routines that tell the body it's time

to wind down, promoting a more relaxed state.
Establish specific actlvities for young ones right
before going to bed - such as brushing thelr
teath - to set up an assoclation between that
actlon and falling asleep.

4

OPTIMAL SLEEP
ENVIRONMENT

Ensure that the bedroom is comfortable, dark
and free from distractions, fostering an ideal
space for quality rest, The room's temperature
should also be suitable for sleeping - that is, not
too hot and not too cold — while rooms should be
kept as tidy and free of clutter as pessible.

5

™

Meet OQur Expert

Minds Ahead design and deliver the UK's only specialist postgraduate mental health
qualifications. Winner of the Social Enterprise UK: ‘'One to Watch' award, the charity
provides training and support to education organisations and local authorities. This
guide has been written by Adam Gillett - a learning and development specialist who is
also Associate Vice-Principal for Personal Development at a large secondary school,

X @wake_up_weds

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 12.03.2024

Our guide offers expert tips for helping children to sleep more healthily.
S

6

J

RELAXING EVENING \
ACTIVITIES

Recommaend activities that have a calming
effect on the mind - such as reading or gentie
stretching - in the lead up to bedtime, to
prepare the mind for a peaceful night's sleep,
Doing something quiet, relaxing and low
intensity signals to the brain that it's time to rest
and makes falling asleep much easier.

I
7

:

PRIORITISING
ADEQUATE SLEEP

Emphasise the crucial role of sleep In
maintaining physical and emotional wellbelng.
It's especlally important to sustain a healthy
sleep pattern during challenging ond Intensive
perlods in our lives: during the exam season for
children and young people, for Instance.

NUTRITIONAL
BALANCE

Highlight the significance of a healthy,
balanced diet - and its role in establishing
amore sleep p Try to lean
towards preparing meals with plenty of fruit and

bles, served in reasonable portion sizes:
not only is this a lot healthier, but it also reduces
the chances of feeling too full to be comfortable
inbed,

o PARENTAL
SUPPORT

; and , of , are

situated to support their children in umbﬂshlng
and maintaining healthy sleeping habits,
Parents can review their own sleep habits
(incorporating anything from this list that they
don'tdodnody) to model a balanced bedtime
and reinf the imp of

RN

solf-care,
!

1o MILITARY SLEEP
METHOD

Look up ‘the military sleep method'; it's a
technique for falling asleep quickly, which
incorporates deep breathing exercises, You
could encourage children to try it or even use it
yourself. While it can take a good deal of
practice to perfect, eventually it will start to feel
natural - and the results are often extremely
impressivel
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At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guldes empower and equip parents and carers with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with thelr children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change, For further guides, hints and tips please visit nationalcollege.com

10)Top)Tipslon!Supporting Children with

SELF-REGULATION

Children need to learn to understand and recognise their emotions, while finding healthy ways to process them.

Emotional self-regulation, however, depends heavily on age and development. While very young ones or children with

special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) may find it particularly challenging to self-regulate, nurturing these
mportant skills can be hugely beneficial. Here are ten top tips for supporting children with their self-regulation.

6. USE SUITABLE
LITERATURE ~

There are some wonderful books that can
- help teach self-regulation to children.
Reading these with a child can be

L Take time to discuss the content:
ask questions about what feelings the
characters had, why they felt that and
what mmﬁu helped It can also be
useful to back to snippets of these

1.DESIGNATEA @
TRUSTED ADULT {0 \@s

It’s vital that children feel safe and know
that there's someone can always go to
for help if they need it. Schedule consistent
times for the child to develop a relation
with this person - ideally through play
games - allowing trust to grow and

that the child is more likely to
come forward if anything Is wrong, rather

than hiding their emotions. books at appropriate moments.

B ] 7 e
7. TRY SENSORY *
RESOURCES

Unless you know where a child is
developmentally and tailor your approach

to their needs, you're less likely to an
im In m\l\h, younger ones and
SEND can struggle to

self-regulate and instead rely on others to
hax.:em. We call this ‘co- regulation’.

Ra than offering for
self-regulation, it could be better to start

. co-regulating with a trusted adult first.

An omnmn sensory needs

and al regulation is possible.
Children may struggle to self-regulate if
they're experiencing sensory overload (a
¢ noisy classroom, for example). Positive
sensory input can help calm them down. Use
resources such as weighted blankets and
fibre-optic lights. Of course, what works for
one child might not work for another - so it's
important to offer a choice of resources to

discover which they prefer.
. 3. FACTOR IN THEIR ] o &
THEIR BASIC NEEDS %‘EPRE‘IUDREENCE S@ i
i i oo e Lo T

needs must be met first. Children who are choice: they could listen to music when

hungry, tired, cold and so on — as well as they're feeling stressed, for example, or they
those who have experienced adverse mmmmmm*mam
childhood experiences — may struggle to something to represent how they feel. This
self-regulate. Before you develop strategies may take time for the child to get used to, so
with any child, make sure they feel safe, be patient. Encourage them to share any
secure and comfortable in themselves. X helpful strategies with a trusted adult.

4. REMAIN PATIENT 9.MODEL GENUINE @ (.,
Wiz \ FEELINGS o &

If @ child is struggling with their iidren leamn from

emotions, it can often become difficult to gmm oo:'?t br‘ ::mld wﬁﬁ?’w
stay calm. Remember that dysregulation is own emotions and self-regulation
beyond their control, s0 a display of strategies, While you'll obviously want to
frustration or anger could negatively impact avoid sharing anything too personal with
the situation, Instead, children need to be children, they should still see us

met with comfort and understanding to help
them manage these problematic feelings.

5. BE ‘A DYSREGULATION (a5 )
DETECTIVE

While some children can tell you why they

c:uhndng and handling our own feelings.
Tell them how you are g, then show
them how to respond in a heaithy manner.

E——
10. FORMULATE A
PLAN

become dysregulated, many others can‘t. As much as we try to prevent children from

You ooulmwoﬂam potential triggers by experiencing ulation, it's always wise
observing the child and talking to their to an q| te plan for when it does
family. When the child becomes happen. Discuss this strategy with the child
dysregulated, note down details like the (if o) and their family. The best

time, what they’re doing and who

with - the trigger may be someone they sit
n;:r, an unmet sensory need or something
e . Once we identify some
mcg‘rm’ghm«mommm

for an individual child is often a
bespoke one; it's hugely important to know
in advance what might help and what could
worsen the situation.

Meet Qur Expert

Georgina Durrant is an author, former macher, Special Educational
Noeds Coordinator and the founder of the award-winning SEN
Rescurces Blog, where she shores octivities, advice and
recormmendations for parents and teachers of children with SEND.

’ @natonlinesafety n /NationalOnlineSafety @ @nationalonlinesafety d‘ @national_online_safety

Users of this guide do so at thelr own discretion. No labllity is entered Into. Current as of the date of release: 21.02.2024



Al The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the conlidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Salety, these guides now address wider topics and themes,
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

« o o What Parents & Educators Need to Know about

== TEKKEN 8 ~

— Thirty years after its debut on the original PlayStation, the Tekken franchise is back with its eighth
mainstream instalment. A one-on-one fighting game series in the same vein as Street Fighter and Mortal
W‘EA;{'ARE Kombat, Tekken 8 can be commended for its relative lack of in-game purchases - but there’s still plenty

MHA\‘\

to consider in keeping young players safe from potential hazards.
oL '

FUTURE SPENDING?

Tekken B carrles a PEGIlehg.Mcho
noting Its viol

profanity and in- gunowrehouopdom The
latter issue, however, s a little different to what
you may expect from a modern game: unlike
many high-proflie rel s, Tekken 8's

Is all accessible without spending any extra

' monay. The exceptions are new characters,

which will become avallable to purchase
separately in the future.

——

COPYCAT RISK

With characters flying across the screen using a
mixture of authentic and fantastical ﬁghdng
m" L4 ¥ hilch ond i
teens may find themselves tommd to copy
their favourite characters or act out their epic
fights in real life. This could simply amount to
harmiess fun - but could also easily lead to
accidents, injury and distress if young gamers
start actually landing blows.

(3 ~
As a fighting game, Tekken 8's gameplay I
is heavily based on punching, kicking and
throwing opponents around - while some
characters’ attacks ocooﬂomly involve
cartoonish in its execution and lacl:hg in gou.
but the fact remains that the action still revolves
entirely around intense combat and inflicting
damage on an opponent,

VIOLENT GAMEPLAY
weapons, Most of the viol

Advice for Parents & Educators 9

FAMILY CONFLICT

Tekken 8's story mode, ‘The Dark Awakens’, ‘
focuses on two of the series’ most important
characters - Kazuya and Jin, a father and son

who have been warring for years, The sight of

two family members physically fighting each

other may be hard to understand (and difficult

to doal vﬂth) for some children - causing

v and n over why relatives would
want to hurt one another,

RANKED ONLINE PLAY

Tekken 8 features an array of online modes -
most notably its ‘Ranked’ saction, where players
battie to reach the top spot of a worldwide
leaderboard. Many players will dedicate
significant amounts of time to practising and -
while the challenge can be fun ~ some of these
matches can get extremely competitive.
Children could become obsessed with climbing
the rankings and dedicate an unhealthy
amount of time to the game or grow angry il
they wind up on a losing streak.

ONLINE CONTACT e '

Tekken B doesn’t offer voice chat by default, but
a player’s platform ID Is visible (such as thelr
Playstation Network ID, Steam account or Xbox
gamertag). Rival players can, therefore, reach
out via messages If they wish. Given the game's
tlercely competitive nature, these
communications can potentlally put children at
risk of online abuse If their opponent s a
particularty sore loser.

e /

TRY IT OUT YOURSELF

As with many popular games, we'd recommend checking it out for yourself in
advance if you have any concemns. In the case of Tekken B, there's a free demo
version avaiiable (for all platforms) which lets you experience fights with a handful
of the characters: a useful way of establishing first-hand whether some children
might find the game's violence to be too intense.

A e AT
MARTIAL ARTS MOTIVATION?

With characters utilising real-world fighting styles such as jiu-jitsu, boxing and
kickboxing, Tekken could represent an opportunity to channel a child's fondness for
the game into a beneficiol interest in real-world martial arts. Classes can help to

i

build young people’s cor
for making new friends.

A\ R A
Meet Qur Expert

Editor in Chief of gaming and esports site GGRecon, Lioyd Coombes has
worked in the games media industry for five years, He's played every Tekken
title since the series began and, as a parent, also values the importance of
online safety. Writing mainly about tech and fitness, his articles have been
published on influential sites including IGN and TechRadar,

and physical fitness, as well as providing avenues
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*
EXERCISE YOUR JUDGEMENT

While Tekken 8 features a sort of ‘spray’ impact effect when attacks land, it's
v notthe kind of game that most observers would describe as gory (unlike, for instance,
s the Mortal Kombat franchise). Of course, any fighting gome worthy of the name will
include a significant degree of violence - but the level at which the battles in Tekken
are pitched may not be an issue for some children.

i
CONTROL COMMUNICATIONS

If @ child plays Tekken online with anyone apart from their friends, then parents
and carers could conslder retmulng communications - such as shutting off the
facllity tober d by other players (although the child’s profile name will still be
displayed) - to reduce the ch of from gers. This can be done via the
console’s account settings or through the child's Steam account (i playing on PC).
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Train to teach in a
school near you
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Join our one-year training and give children
in your community the chance to thrive.

Make a difference in your community
You'll train in a school near you and make an impact where you live.

Get hands-on experience in the classroom
You'll work as a teaching member of staff in a local school right from
the start.

Receive high-quality training

You'll benefit from Teach First’s teacher training - rated
outstanding by Ofsted - delivered by local teacher development
experts.

Access support from experienced teachers

You'll shadow other teachers before leading your own lessons with
guidance from experienced colleagues.

Qualify in one year and start earning
You'll graduate with qualified teacher status (QTS) and a
postgraduate certificate in education (PGCE).

Local teacher training. Local lives changed.

To find out more visit:

www.teachfirst.org.uk
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