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Dear Parents/Carers, 

Welcome to our first newsletter of the new school year. We have been 

very impressed by how quickly our pupils have settled back into the 

routine of regular school life. A special mention to Year 5 and how well 

they have adapted to be middle school pupils. 

The positive attitudes and behaviour of pupils has been very pleasing to 

see. Pupils earn ePraise points for showing behaviour that either        

reflects our school values of aspiration, belief and creativity or by 

demonstrating our core learning behaviours: 

• Readiness to Learn (Presentation, Equipment and Time Keeping) 

• Respectful Relationships (Staff, Peers and Free Time) 

• Engagement (Following Instructions, Attitude and Homework) 

We want to have positive engagements with pupils, and do so most of 

the time. However, small issues such as uniform mean that staff    

sometimes have to start off lessons and conversations on a negative. I 

would be most grateful if you can support us by ensuring that all      

uniform is as per the school uniform rules. A reminder that socks 

should be grey or black and not white sports socks. 

Our newsletters are produced every few weeks and are used to                   

communicate key successes of the school and also to give gentle                  

reminders of important information. This edition is quite heavy on            

reminders as we have only been back a month but we will have much 

more news in the coming months. We look forward to sharing            

information with you as the sporting fixtures and other activities in 

school gather pace. 

Looking forward to a great year! 

Mr Ayling 



 

 

The sporting season at St. Michael's is well and 

truly under way.  

Both the U13 boys and U12 girls have                     

progressed into the next round of the ESFA 

(English Schools Football Association) national 

cup beating Blandford and Emmanuel                         

respectively.  

It has also been amazing to see so many pupils 

taking part in the extra-curricular clubs. Each                   

Monday, Wednesday and Thursday there are 

over 120 pupils attending various clubs. We are 

also delighted to offer new clubs this year such 

as parkour, handball, water polo and health 

and fitness.  

The theme for this year’s service in         

Wimborne Minster is ‘Christmas Around the 

World’. We would like to hear from any     

families that have different traditions at 

Christmas taken from their cultural heritage. 

If you have anything that you could                         

contribute to this project, please email Mrs 

Thompson-Brown via the school office and 

she will get back in contact with you. 

The service takes place on Wednesday 6th 

December. Further details to follow. 

Our New Spin Bikes in our Studio Gym 

We are delighted to 

have been awarded the 

distinction of being a 

Music Mark School by 

the UK Association of 

Music Education. This 

was given in                     

recognition of the high 

priority we put on    

music education and 

for the standards the 

pupils achieve. A huge 

well done to all of the 

music department for 

their hard work being 

recognised in this way. 



Have you considered being a school governor? 

Are you interested in helping shape the future of the 

next generation?  Would you like to be involved in 

making St. Michael’s Middle School the best school it 

can be? Are you committed to contributing to the local 

community? If the answer to any of these questions is 

yes, read on! 

We have a vacancy on our Local School Committee for 

a parent governor. We welcome anyone who is                   

interested in this governance role who feels that they 

have something to offer our school. 

If you would like more information, please contact Mr. 

Ayling through the school office to arrange a                       

discussion. The deadline for an expression of interest 

is 3.30pm on Friday 6th October. 

We had a request from our team of road crossing patrol 

staff to make it clear to pupils that they need to wait until 

they have stopped traffic before crossing the road.   

This is particularly important for the crossing patrol      

outside the church that covers both Colehill Lane and   

Smugglers Lane. 

We would also request that parents with their children wait 

and use the crossing patrol. 

We are hugely excited to announce that our next        

biennial musical extravaganza is going to be Peter 

Pan. The exciting announcement was made in a whole 

school assembly last week. 

St. Michael’s perform a new show every two years and 

we are looking to build on the success of the last      

production, Mary Poppins. The show is performed by 

pupils in Years 7 and 8 and auditions are underway! 

The show will be performed at the Layard Theatre on  

26th-28th March 2024 so keep the dates free! 



Year 5 Year 6 Year 7 Year 8 

Richard L Alfie P George R Dan K 

Leo B Kai L Dexter V Zach M 

Lucy S Tobias N Darcie C Chloe N 

Oscar J Toby S Isabella S Isla C 

Sebastian B Oliver H Jake B Sam E 

Riley E Alyssa C Roman T Eathan H 

Josh B Constance H  Noah S 

Florence L Bethany D  Celia D 

Emily E Ava S   

Noah T Alfie P   

Jasper B    

India W-R    

Lottie C    

Every Friday, at least two pupils from each year 

group are selected to go and see Mr Ayling to      

receive praise and a reward for their hard work. 

All the pupils   below have been selected since the 

last newsletter. 

St. Michael’s is a   

Nut and Sesame 

Seed Free School 

We would be very grateful if you could do your best to 

avoid giving your child any foods containing nuts or    

sesame seeds in their lunches or for snacks.  We do have 

a number of pupils with severe allergies to these foods 

and we want school to be a safe place for all.  

Below are some popular products that we would ask you 

to avoid: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We appreciate your cooperation. 



Here are the final house point totals for the year.  Pupils earn ‘ePraise’ points and these 

are added together to make their house point totals. 

 

4610 4329 4305 4549 

 

 

You can check your child’s ePraise points total by going to www.epraise.co.uk                        

and logging into the parents page. 

These are the 5 students with the most house points in each house. Well done, a great effort! 

Oliver H  Thomas A  Olivia A  Oscar J 

Alfie H  Joshua B  Layton P  Sophia H 

Jake B  Bela D  Sophie C  Bethany P 

Freya W  Freddie H  Jasper B  Heidi C 

Jessie M  Monika L  Lizzy H  Ivy B 

We are delighted that attendance at school 

has made a very positive start although we 

have just last week dipped below the              

government target of 97%. Thank you for  

continuing to make this a priority.   

We have a new  webpage that gives further  

information about school attendance          

including advice on what to do if your child is 

ill, has an ongoing health condition or is   

anxious about attending school. You can find 

the webpage by clicking here or going to the 

attendance section of the school website. 

Here is the current attendance for each house: 

Paget 95.4% 

Bankes 96.6% 

Gulliver 96% 

Hanham 96.1% 

If you are 5 minutes late every day that 

equates to: 

• 25 minutes per week (half a lesson 

missed) 

• 15.8 hours of missed school per 

year (over 17 lessons missed) 

• 63 hours of missed school over the 

4 years you are at St. Michael’s (over 

68 lessons missed) 

If you are 10 minutes late every day 

that equates to: 

• 50 minutes per week (1 lesson 

missed) 

• 31.6 hours of missed school per 

year (over 34 lessons missed) 

• 124 hours of missed school over 

the 4 years you are at St. Michael’s 

(over 135 lessons missed) 

The Impact of Lateness 

Every lesson counts! 

Be on time! 

http://www.epraise.co.uk
https://attendance.initiolearning.org/


Monday 2nd October Year 7 Holne Park Information Evening 

Wednesday 4th October Year 6 SATS Information Evening 

Monday 9th—Friday 13th 

October 

Year 5 Activities Week 

Tuesday 10th October  Open Evening for Year 4 Parents 

Thursday 12th October Open Morning for Year 4 Parents 

Friday 6th October Year 8 Trip to Corfe Castle 

Wednesday 18th October Year 3,4 and 5 East Dorset Fun Run at St. 

Michael’s 

Wednesday 18th October Twinning Event at the Allendale Centre 

Friday 20th October Year 6 Ukulele Concert to Parents 

Monday 23rd October -

Friday 27th October 

Half Term Break 

Monday 30 October  INSET Day (School Closed to pupils) 

Tuesday 7th November Subject Based Parents’ Evening for all Year 

Groups (in school) 

Tuesday 21st November Year 7 AUB Arts Award (Visit 1) 

Wednesday 22nd November Year 7 AUB Arts Award (Visit 2) 

Wednesday 22nd November Year 5-8 Flu Vaccinations 

Wednesday 22nd November Subject Based Parents’ Evening for all Year 

Groups (online) 

Wednesday 6th December Christmas Service at Wimborne Minster 

Thursday 14th December Last Day of Term 

Friday 15th December INSET Day (School Closed to pupils) 

Tuesday 2nd January 2024 INSET Day (School Closed to pupils) 

Wednesday 3rd January  Pupils return to school 

Half Term Break  Monday 12th February -    

Friday 17th February  

Monday 19th February  INSET Day (School Closed to pupils) 



 

St. Michael’s Middle School 

Term Dates 2024/2025 

 

Autumn Term 

        

Tuesday 3rd September 2024 Staff Training Day (School Closed) 

 

Wednesday 4th September  2024 Staff Training Day (School Closed) 

Thursday 5th September 2024 First Day of Term 

Monday 28th October 2024 Half Term Starts 

Friday 1st November 2024 Half Term Ends 

Monday 4th November 2024 Pupils return to school 

Thursday 19th December 2024 Last Day of Term 

Friday 20th December 2024 Staff Training Day (School Closed) 

    

Spring Term       

  

Monday 6th January 2025 Staff Training Day (School Closed) 

 

Tuesday 7th January 2025 First day of term 

Monday 17th February 2025 Half Term Starts 

Friday 21st February 2025 Half Term Ends 

Monday 24th February 2025 Pupils return to school 

Friday 4th April 2025 Last day of term 

  

Summer Term     

      

Tuesday 22nd April 2025 First Day of Term 

   

Monday 5th
 
May 2025 Bank Holiday 

Monday 26th May 2025 Half Term Starts 

Friday 30th June 2025 Half Term Ends 

Monday 3rd June 2025 Pupils return to school 

Wednesday 23rd July 2025 Last day of term 

  

Please Note:  There are additional training days to be added to these dates which have yet to be set by the Initio 

Learning Trust. The staff training days listed are subject to change but have been traditional INSET days in the 

past and so have been listed. 

Colehill Lane, Wimborne, Dorset. BH21 7AB 

Tel: (01202) 883433       

office@stmichaelsmiddle.org 






