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St. Michael’s Middle School

“Each person, uniquely made in God’s image, merits the best we can give”
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Dear Parents/Carers,

In this issue:
Welcome to our first newsletter of the new school year. We have been

very impressed by how quickly our pupils have settled back into the
routine of regular school life. A special mention to Year 5 and how well Pupils for
they have adapted to be middle school pupils. Praise

The positive attitudes and behaviour of pupils has been very pleasing to
see. Pupils earn ePraise points for showing behaviour that either
reflects our school values of aspiration, belief and creativity or by
demonstrating our core learning behaviours:

School
Production

. Readiness to Learn (Presentation, Equipment and Time Keeping)

. Respectful Relationships (Staff, Peers and Free Time) Sporting News
. Engagement (Following Instructions, Attitude and Homework)
We want to have positive engagements with pupils, and do so most of Could you be

the time. However, small issues such as uniform mean that staff
sometimes have to start off lessons and conversations on a negative. |
would be most grateful if you can support us by ensuring that all
uniform is as per the school uniform rules. A reminder that socks
should be grey or black and not white sports socks.

a school
governor?

Music Mark

Our newsletters are produced every few weeks and are used to
P y Award

communicate key successes of the school and also to give gentle
reminders of important information. This edition is quite heavy on
reminders as we have only been back a month but we will have much
more news in the coming months. We look forward to sharing
information with you as the sporting fixtures and other activities in
school gather pace.

Upcoming
Dates

Looking forward to a great year! Term Dates

Mr Ayling 2024/2025

St. Michael’s Church of England Middle School
Colehill Lane, Wimborne, Dorset. BH21 7AB

Tel: 01202 883433 ' n 't | o
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Headteacher: Mr D. Ayling BSc/Ed (Hons) NPQH
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The sporting season at St. Michael's is well and
truly under way.

Both the U13 boys and U12 girls have
progressed into the next round of the ESFA
(English Schools Football Association) national
cup beating Blandford and Emmanuel
respectively.

It has also been amazing to see so many pupils
taking part in the extra-curricular clubs. Each
Monday, Wednesday and Thursday there are
over 120 pupils attending various clubs. We are
also delighted to offer new clubs this year such
as parkour, handball, water polo and health
and fitness.

PROUD TO BE A
. MUSIC MARK

SCHOOL

We are delighted to
have been awarded the
distinction of being a
Music Mark School by
the UK Association of
Music Education. This
was given in
recognition of the high
priority we put on
music education and
for the standards the
pupils achieve. A huge
well done to all of the
music department for
their hard work being
recognised in this way.

The theme for this year’s service in
Wimborne Minster is ‘Christmas Around the
World’. We would like to hear from any
families that have different traditions at
Christmas taken from their cultural heritage.

If you have anything that you could
contribute to this project, please email Mrs
Thompson-Brown via the school office and
she will get back in contact with you.

The service takes place on Wednesday 6th

December. Further details to follow.



Have you considered being a school governor?

Are you interested in helping shape the future of the
next generation? Would you like to be involved in
making St. Michael’s Middle School the best school it
can be? Are you committed to contributing to the local
community? If the answer to any of these questions is
yes, read on!

We have a vacancy on our Local School Committee for

a parent governor. We welcome anyone who is

interested in this governance role who feels that they

have something to offer our school. Vs

If you would like more information, please contact Mr. t
Ayling through the school office to arrange a

discussion. The deadline for an expression of interest

is 3.30pm on Friday 6th October.

We are hugely excited to announce that our next
biennial musical extravaganza is going to be Peter
Pan. The exciting announcement was made in a whole
school assembly last week.

St. Michael’s perform a new show every two years and
we are looking to build on the success of the last
production, Mary Poppins. The show is performed by
pupils in Years 7 and 8 and auditions are underway!

The show will be performed at the Layard Theatre on
26th-28th March 2024 so keep the dates free!

We had a request from our team of road crossing patrol
staff to make it clear to pupils that they need to wait until
they have stopped traffic before crossing the road.

This is particularly important for the crossing patrol
outside the church that covers both Colehill Lane and
Smugglers Lane.

We would also request that parents with their children wait
and use the crossing patrol.




. ). Every Friday, at least two pupils from each year
P: Do) Ljéj jJ/.)/ group are selected to go and see Mr Ayling to

receive praise and a reward for their hard work.

PM@J All the pupils below have been selected since the

last newsletter.

Year 5 Year 6 Year 7
Richard L Alfie P George R
Leo B Kai L Dexter V
Lucy S Tobias N Darcie C
Oscar J Toby S Isabella S
Sebastian B Oliver H Jake B
Riley E Alyssa C Roman T
Josh B Constance H
Florence L Bethany D
Emily E Ava S
Noah T Alfie P
Jasper B
India W-R
Lottie C

Year 8
Dan K
Zach M

Chloe N
Isla C

Sam E
Eathan H

Noah S

Celia D

St. Michael’s is a
Nut and Sesame sesame seeds in their lunches

We would be very grateful if you could do your best to
avoid giving your child any foods containing nuts or

or for snacks. We do have

Seed Free School a number of pupils with severe allergies to these foods

to avoid:

THANK YOU

for keeping our school safe!

nutella G

and we want school to be a safe place for all.

Below are some popular products that we would ask you

We appreciate your cooperation.




The Impact of Lateness

If you are 5 minutes late every day that
equates to:
. 25 minutes per week (half a lesson

We are delighted that attendance at school
has made a very positive start although we

have just last week dipped below the missed)
government target of 97%. Thank you for ° 15.8 hours of missed school per
continuing to make this a priority. year (over 17 lessons missed)

o 63 hours of missed school over the

We have a new webpage that gives further 4 years you are at St. Michael’s (over

information about school attendance 68 lessons missed)

including advice on what to do if your child is

ill, has an ongoing health condition or is If you are 10 minutes late every day
anxious about attending school. You can find that equates to:

the webpage by clicking here or going to the . 50 minutes per week (I lesson

attendance section of the school website. s :
. 31.6 hours of missed school per
Here is the current attendance for each house: year (over 34 lessons missed)

. 124 hours of missed school over
the 4 years you are at St. Michael’s
(over 135 lessons missed)

Every lesson counts!

Hanham 96.1% Be on time!

Here are the final house point totals for the year. Pupils earn ‘ePraise’ points and these
are added together to make their house point totals.

h%

- J

You can check your child’s ePraise points total by going to www.epraise.co.uk
and logging into the parents page.

These are the 5 students with the most house points in each house. Well done, a great effort!

Oliver H Thomas A Olivia A Oscar
Alfie H Joshua B Layton P Sophia H
Jake B Bela D Sophie C Bethany P
Freya W Freddie H Jasper B Heidi C

Jessie M Monika L Lizzy H vy B



http://www.epraise.co.uk
https://attendance.initiolearning.org/
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Monday 2nd October

Wednesday 4th October

Monday 9th—Friday 13th
October

Tuesday 10th October
Thursday 12th October

Friday 6th October
Wednesday 18th October

Wednesday 18th October

Friday 20th October

Monday 23rd October -
Friday 27th October

Monday 30 October

Tuesday 7th November

Tuesday 21st November

Wednesday 22nd November
Wednesday 22nd November
Wednesday 22nd November

Wednesday 6th December

Thursday 14th December
Friday 15th December

Tuesday 2nd January 2024

Wednesday 3rd January

Monday 12th February -
Friday 17th February

Monday 19th February

Year 7 Holne Park Information Evening
Year 6 SATS Information Evening

Year 5 Activities Week

Open Evening for Year 4 Parents
Open Morning for Year 4 Parents

Year 8 Trip to Corfe Castle

Year 3,4 and 5 East Dorset Fun Run at St.
Michael’s

Twinning Event at the Allendale Centre

Year 6 Ukulele Concert to Parents
Half Term Break

INSET Day (School Closed to pupils)

Subject Based Parents’ Evening for all Year
Groups (in school)

Year 7 AUB Arts Award (Visit 1)
Year 7 AUB Arts Award (Visit 2)
Year 5-8 Flu Vaccinations

Subject Based Parents’ Evening for all Year
Groups (online)

Christmas Service at Wimborne Minster
Last Day of Term

INSET Day (School Closed to pupils)
INSET Day (School Closed to pupils)
Pupils return to school

Half Term Break

INSET Day (School Closed to pupils)



Autumn Term

Tuesday 3rd September 2024
Wednesday 4th September 2024
Thursday 5th September 2024
Monday 28th October 2024
Friday 1st November 2024
Monday 4th November 2024
Thursday 19th December 2024
Friday 20th December 2024

Spring Term

Monday 6th January 2025
Tuesday 7th January 2025
Monday 17th February 2025
Friday 21st February 2025
Monday 24th February 2025
Friday 4th April 2025

Summer Term

Tuesday 22nd April 2025
Monday 5th May 2025
Monday 26th May 2025
Friday 30th June 2025
Monday 3rd June 2025
Wednesday 23rd July 2025

St. Michael’s Middle School
Term Dates 2024/2025

Staff Training Day (School Closed)
Staff Training Day (School Closed)
First Day of Term

Half Term Starts

Half Term Ends

Pupils return to school

Last Day of Term

Staff Training Day (School Closed)

Staff Training Day (School Closed)
First day of term

Half Term Starts

Half Term Ends

Pupils return to school

Last day of term

First Day of Term
Bank Holiday
Half Term Starts
Half Term Ends

Pupils return to school

Last day of term

Please Note: There are additional training days to be added to these dates which have yet to be set by the Initio
Learning Trust. The staff training days listed are subject to change but have been traditional INSET days in the

past and so have been listed.

Colehill Lane, Wimborne, Dorset. BH21 7AB
Tel: (01202) 883433

office@stmichaelsmiddle.org

Initio

Learning Trust



At National Online Safety, we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should thoy feel
itis needed. This guide focuses on one of many apps which we boliove trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.
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EMPHASISE CAUTION

| THINKING BEFORE SHARING

Encourage your child to treat unexpected messages with caution: Help your child to understand why it's important to stop and think before
get them to consider, for example, whether the message sounds like posting or forwarding something on WhatsApp. It's easy - and all too
something a friend or relative would really send them. Make sure they * common - for content to then be shared more widely (even publicly on
k;\o;:l rlrt?ver to shulrie Bersonol details over WhatsApp, and to be wary social media). Encourage your child to consider how an ill-judged message
of clicking on any lin

s in messages. sottiaﬂ‘u two-step verification [ might domage their reputation or upset a friend who sent something to
ats.

adds a further layer of protection to their App account. them in confidence.

ADJUST THE SETTINGS | : -H CHAT ABOUT PRIVACY

It's wise to change your child’s WhatsApp settings (go to ‘Privacy’,

then ‘Groups’) to specify which of their contacts can add them to

%:ot? chats without needing approval: you can give permission to
y Contacts’ or ‘My Contacts Except ..". Additionally, if your child

Some parents like to check in with their child about how

they're using WhatsApp, ex lalnlngk;hat it will holr to keep them
safe. If you spot a ‘Locked Chats' folder, you might want to talk about the
sort of chats that are in there, who they’re with and why your child wants to

needs to use ‘live location’, emphasise that they should enable this k them hidden. Also, if your child has sent any ‘view once’ content, you
function for only as long as they need - and then turn it off. could discuss their reasons for using this feature.
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Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 20.08.2023



At The National College, we provide everything ed s and trusted adults noed to strengthen, manage and evid their professi and personal development, in one place, on one platform.
This guide focuses on one of many issues which we believe trusted aduits should be aware of. Please visit www. i llege.co.uk for further information and resources.

What Parents & Carers Need to Know about

THE DANGERS OF VAPING

Data collected for ASH (Action on Smoking and Health) shows an increase in 1 to 17-year-olds experimenting with
vaping: from 7.7% in 2022 to 11.6% in 2023. It's concerning that these age-restricted products are getting into the hands
of under 18s as most contain nicotine, which can be detrimental to brain development and cause long-term addiction.

Somae schools have reported students having their focus in lessons affected by nicotine cravings; vaping in school

toilets; and even trying vapes found in their local park. Raising awareness of the risks among young people could

help to prevent these problems from escalating and reduce the number of young vapers.
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UNCLEAR LONG-TERM - UNREGULATED VAPING

CONSEQUENCES
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SCARCE INFORMATION

The lack of i\lbmuﬁon d:out
Ichcmleuls In "
unngn h tho Usw.

trneolofuutn,vm homcauuan
mododwoni nn‘t

uhdmvu
mododd mmﬁ oundonlhe
websites of the various brands.
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Run by the Cambridgeshire and Patorborough Healthy Schacis Sendce Pee TN e A HEALTHY
vod by Cambridg County Council and Peterborough City

Councll), Catch Your Breath ks a school-based project aimed at young people. SCHOOLS

ks goal Is to embed a proactive, coordinated opproach among both primary CAMBRIOGESHIRE

and secondary schools in discouroging smoking and vaping behoviours. L»‘;‘ :J;iifkl}"r-'i.[ Ilfl“[(}"eb {

Sowrce: https | lwww.bbe.co uk/news/bealth-65805924

@ www.thenationalcollege.co.uk ’ @thenatcollege n /thcnotionolconcgo

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 27.09.2023




